
butterfly nets to bring me a 

jacket with extremely long 

sleeves.  All joking aside, I 

hope you get my point - we 

don‟t speak to one another in 

this way, and when we are 

truly honest, in our lives we 

have never spoken to each 

other this way. 

 

And as long as I‟m being 

completely honest…when I 

pray to God in the quiet of 

my heart I don‟t say “Dearest 

Lord and Savior, won‟st thou 

incline thine ear to me and 

assist me in mine time of 

need”.  What my heart cries 

out is much closer to: “O 

God, I need you”. 

 

Another reason why I don‟t 

use the KJV is because our 

English language has 

changed in 500 years.  As 

just one example: „villain‟ is 

a word that 500 years ago 

used to mean someone who 

was „low or base-born‟, this 

was understood to mean 

someone who lived out in the 

country, away from the towns 

and cities, like a farmer.  We 

might think of this as a 

„bumpkin‟, „hick‟ or even as 

a „redneck‟ using today‟s 

language.  Today that same 

word „villain‟ has come to 

mean a character in a play, 

book, or movie whose evil 

intentions and desires drive 

the action of the story.  The  

For generations,  

Episcopalians have worked 

through the issues of our faith 

and lives by employing three 

key ideals: scripture, tradition 

and reason.  This is a  

hallmark of Anglican thought 

and understanding about how 

we approach God and our 

lives as Christians in the 

world.  So, it should come as 

no surprise that we all have a 

favorite translation of the 

Bible.  We get comfortable 

with the words and the text 

becomes an old friend for us.  

Like many Episcopalians, I 

own a copy of the King 

James Version (KJV) of the 

Bible.  This leather-bound 

volume was a gift from 

Loretta and it is a cherished 

part of my theological  

library.  In fact, it sits on a 

shelf behind my desk as I‟m 

writing this piece. 

 

The KJV has been a standard 

for so many of us for  

generations.  For so many of 

us we automatically know 

what comes after this:  “The 

Lord is my shepherd, I shall 

not want”…  The KJV inter-

pretation of the 23rd Psalm is 

just a part of who we are, and 

a key part of how we  

approach God.  There is great 

comfort in those words for so 

many of us.  We know those 

words because we grew up 

with them and they have been 

a source of renewal and  

comfort for those trying times 

in our lives. 

 

But, I have to be honest, it 

isn‟t the KJV translation of 

the Bible that I open when I 

am preparing a sermon, doing 

my own personal devotions 

or even trying to answer a 

theological question.  This 

preference has nothing to do 

with a theological education 

or having gone to seminary.  

The simple reason for this is 

that when we talk, I don‟t use 

„thy‟ or „thine‟ when I mean 

„your‟ and I don‟t use „thee‟ 

when I would normally say 

„you‟ in our everyday discus-

sions.  Could you imagine 

coming in to worship on a 

Sunday morning and being 

greeted with these words: 

“Good day, N., how hast thou 

been this week past?”... or 

how about this: ”Is thy family 

well?”  You would probably 

look at me in a unique way 

and wonder whether you 

should call for the guys with 
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meaning of that word has 

significantly changed in our 

language in the 500 years 

since the KJV came to be.  

How many words used in the 

KJV now have different 

meanings?   Do we even  

realize all of the words that 

now have different meanings 

from when they were  

originally used in that transla-

tion?  I  don‟t know the  

answers to those questions. 

 

I avoid using the KJV because 

I know that I could be  

applying 21st Century  

assumptions to the text and 

not even know that I‟m doing 

it.  I could be interpreting the 

Bible in a way that was never 

intended simply because the 

meanings of words have 

changed, while the words 

themselves have remained the 

same.  I also avoid the KJV 

because I want the stories in 

the Bible to have life and 

meaning for me today.  When 

I read a parable from Jesus, I 

want to be able to place  

myself in that story, I want to 

feel that Jesus is trying to 

teach me just as he taught his 

disciples 2,000 years ago.  

Reading the stories of the 

Bible in today‟s language 

helps to make that possible 

for me. 

 

This isn‟t a new argument, in 

fact there have been  

discussions, debates and even 

worse behaviors about the 

language in which our Holy 

Scriptures should be read, 

heard and understood.  This 

debate has been going on for 

about 1,500 years and has 

covered several languages…

Hebrew, Greek, Latin and 

English (as well as every 

other language on the Earth).  

I don‟t expect this debate to 

end in my lifetime.  Good 

people have stood on both 

sides of this issue, hearing the 

scriptures in the familiar and 

comfortable words vs. hearing 

the scriptures in the modern 

language of the day which is 

challenging. 

 

As we continue to live in the 

21st Century, in a world filled 

with technologies that our 

parents and grandparents 

could only dream of, I‟d like 

to invite us to take the 

„versus‟ out of our thinking 

about our scriptures.  It is 

very easy to purchase  

multiple translations of the 

Bible in a variety of stores.  

Each of them offers  

something unique and  

exciting.  And all of them 

provide a different  

understanding of our sacred 

stories.  Please don‟t limit 

yourself to just one  

translation.  Try out several 

and let yourself be stretched 

by what you discover. 

 

When the Bible is read in our 

Sunday worship at St. John‟s, 

we read from the New  

Revised Standard Version 

(NRSV).  This translation of 

the Bible was completed in 

1989, by scholars from many 

different faith traditions.  It 

was a labor of love and faith 

in an attempt to bring the  

Bible into 20th Century  

language that could be read 

and understood by everyone. 

 

Because Scripture is one of 

the three key ideals of  

Anglican thinking, I want to 

invite you to seriously  

consider how you approach 

your reading and  

understanding of scripture.  I 

hope that you will allow  

yourself to be pushed and 

stretched by more than one 

translation of the Bible.  I 

hope that you will live into 

the tension that comes when 

we allow God to speak to us 

in different and unexpected 

ways. 

 

May the Lord disturb you and 

trouble you, 

May the Lord set an  

impossible task before you, 

And dare you to meet it. 

May the Lord give you the 

strength to do your best,  

And then, but only then, May 

the Lord grant you his Peace.  

(a Benediction from India) 

 

Patrick+ 
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YOU ALLOW 

YOURSELF TO BE 
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MORE THAN ONE 

TRANSLATION OF 
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Birthdays 

July 

3rd Goni Lyter 

6th Tony Perez 

7th Bill Woomer 

11th Timmy Lightner 

12th Ginny Gill 

14th Amanda (Finkenbinder) 

 Knouse 

16th Jan Rainey 
17th Macrum Elder 

18th Sasha McCreary 

19th Chuck Cruikshank 

20th Olivia Kruse 

 

August 

3rd Carolyn Shope 

4th Albert Wilson 

4th Barry Lyter 

16th Keith Sutton 

18th Claire Todd 

24th Gretchen Eichensehr 

24th Sharon Aldrich 

25th Charlie Cruikshank 

26th Judith Campbell 

27th Carl Mollica 

31st Patrick Collins 

 

 

Anniversaries 

July 

5th Carolyn and Mike 

 Stubler 

8th Loretta and Patrick 

 Collins 

12th Molly and Allen   

 Ettenger 

22nd Lisa and Jerry Kruse 

 

August 

12th Liz and Steve Hoy 

18th Sandy and Doc Rudy 

24th Diana and Tice 

 Chase 

29th Brittney and Adam 

 Plank 

shirts, socks, small toys, 
even washcloths on sale 
now to save for our  
November packing of the 
boxes. More information 
and a list of some  
possibilities will be  
available at the church  
picnic on August 8th. 
Thank you, Family of St. 
John's, for your support  

Summer is not only a time 
to rejoice with the good 
weather and gardens  
growing, but to plan ahead 
for giving to children in 
need through Samaritan's 
Purse. Since we don't 
know where our Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes 
will go, like to hot or cold 
climates, we can buy 

July/August Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Samaritan’s Purse 

Upcoming Summer Events-Mark Your Calendars 

Family Day at  

DelGrosso 
August 18, 2010 

The cost is approximately 

$20 per person (if we have 

at least 25 riders). This in-

cludes an all day pass for the 

rides and water park and a 

Spaghetti dinner that eve-

ning.   

Mini Golf and Go Kart tickets 

are $3.00 each and can be 

purchased in advance.   

We will meet at St. John’s 

around 10:00 a.m. and ar-

rive at DelGrosso when they 

open at 11:00 a.m. 

We will pack a picnic lunch 

and “tailgate” in the parking 

lot.   

Everyone is 

invited and 

you are en-

couraged to 

bring a 

friend!!!   

 Curve Game 
July 22, 2010   

7:00 p.m. Game Time 

Cost is $7.00 per ticket.   

We will carpool from St. 

John‟s and leave at approxi-

mately 5:00 p.m. 

Please sign-up in the Under-

croft.   

Parish Picnic 
Sunday, August 8, 2010 

Greenwood Furnace State 

Park-Please bring a friend! 

A sign-up sheet will be posted 

in the Undercroft. 
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Happy Birthday!!  
 

Congratulations on 
another year of 
wedded bliss!! 

 
 



"My mom and me are 
moving!"  "My mom and 
I are moving, "  I cor-
rected. "You are?"  I ask 
inquisitively.  Matt is 
one of my quiet  
students; one who  
doesn't divulge much 
information, so this is 
big news.  This must be 
important. 
     "Yup.  We're moving 
at Thanksgiving time."  
Matt goes on to tell me 
that he and his mom 
are building a house in 
town.   
That's odd, I think to 
myself.  Matt isn't a kid 
who likes to get his 
hands dirty, and his 
mom is a very busy 
woman.  How can they 
be building a house?  I 
mean, hey, I like to use 
tools, but my skills are 
quite limited.  I don't 
even think that Matt 
knows the difference 
between a screwdriver 
and a wrench.  Hmm.... 
      The next day, the 
mystery begins to clear 
up.  The Huntingdon 
Daily News has a 
lengthy article about a 
new Habitat For  
Humanity house in 
town.  It turns out that 
after being turned down 
previously, Matt and his 
mom will be the  
recipients of a new 
Habitat house.   
     Matt spent the rest 

of the school year  
giving me periodic  
updates about his 
house.  On Thursdays, 
when he would come 
to class without his 
homework being  
completed, I spent 
time listening to what 
he had done the  
evening before at the 
work site.  He told me 
about the "old men" 
who gave him jobs to 
do, about how  
exhausted his mom 
was after completing a 
full day of work and 
then putting in sweat 
equity, and he beamed 
as he told me about 
his new bedroom.   
     I promised Matt 
that once he moved in, 
I would come by and 
visit so that I could see 
his new room.   
Unfortunately,  
Thanksgiving came 
and went.  Matt was 
upset because the 
house wasn't finished 
yet, and he thought 
that they would be 
moved in by  
Thanksgiving.  Then 
he told me that all he 
wanted for Christmas 
was to be in the new 
house.  He wanted it 
to be his Christmas gift 
to his mom.  He told 
me about how he 
wanted to spend 
Christmas day with his 

mom.  His eyes 
glowed when he spoke 
about all of the  
possibilities that lay 
ahead.  While other 
kids talked about  
receiving the latest 
videos games and 
other electronic gifts, 
he spoke only of his 
house.   
      Christmas came 
and went without Matt 
being in his new 
house.  January was a 
rough month for Matt.  
He was angry.  He 
was upset.  He was 
mad.  He just wanted 
to be in the new 
house!  He wanted it 
as much for himself as 
for his mother. 
     Finally the Open 
House Day was upon 
us.  I told Matt that I 
would be there to see 
his house, and of 
course, his new room!  
On the day of the big 
event, I arrive with 15 
minutes to spare  
before the official end 
of the "Open House 
Day."  As I came 
around the corner of 
the house, I saw Matt, 
his mother, his Meme, 
and his Pap relaxing 
on the back porch.  
Matt's eyes grew big 
as he saw me  

“It’s Just What He Wanted” 
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"HE PICKED THE COLORS 

OUT HIMSELF!" SHE GUSHED.  

"THEY'RE NOT EXACTLY THE 

COLORS I WOULD HAVE  

CHOSEN, BUT IT'S JUST 

WHAT HE WANTED."   



the adults and around 

the corner of the 

house. 

     Matt's mom, bless 
her heart, took me on 
the grand tour of their 
new home.  Her eyes 
shone with pride as 
she pointed out each 
room's features and  
re-counted the stories 
about how each room 
came to be.  She took 
special care in pointing 
out all of the features 
and colors in Matt's 
room.  "He picked the 

approach.  His mother 
said, "See Matt, I told 
you that one of your 
teachers would come." 
     "What are you  
doing here!" Matt  
demanded with a 
growl typical of his 
"tough guy" persona. 
     "I've come to see 
your room."  I replied 
trying not to feel 
crushed by his  
greeting and knowing 
what an emotional day 
it was for him. 
     "It's in there," he 

said as he slipped past 

colors out himself!" 
She gushed.  "They're 
not exactly the colors I 
would have chosen, 
but it's just what he 
wanted."   
     "It's just what he 
wanted." I repeated to 
myself knowing that 
the colors in his  
bedroom were  
important, but more 
important was the fact 
that he and his mom 
had a  house.  Their 
very own house. 
  "It's just what he 
wanted."  I thought as 

Sweeps 
Service-This is the mission/outreach that a parish performs in response to the love of God.  This has sometimes been called Out-

reach. 
 

Worship-This area covers the entire worship experience of the parish.  The is about a lot more than just Sunday mornings. 

In our efforts to expand the use of music and musical devices during the service, and with the Grammy Nominated  

performance of the Boomwhackers, we have decided to try our “hand” at starting a new group. In order to start this process we will 

need to “feed” a fund to purchase what we need.  I will “chime” in next month with more information. I hope this wets your 

“appetite”. 

 

On another note (pun intended)  our interim acolyte Captain is ready to hand over the reins to someone interested in taking on the job 

full time.  If you have a desire to guide our youth as they serve the altar, or would like more information, please contact Lisa Kruse! 

 

That‟s all from the worship section this month, if you have any questions, comments, concerns, complaints, or just want to talk, 

please give me a call! 
 

Education-This area focuses on how we form all members of the congregation in their faith.  This is not just Sunday school for chil-

dren. 

Sunday school classes are not being held during the summer months, so why not offer to "educate" one or more of the children/youth 

in our parish.  How, you ask?  Invite a younger member (or two) of the congregation to sit with you during the service.  The kids will 

appreciate the break from sitting with their parents, and you may gain a new insight into what our church service looks like through 

the eyes of our younger members.   

 

Speaking of babysitting...did you know that Madison, Jill, and Olivia all woke up bright and early on the first weekday of summer 

vacation to attend a full day of the Safe Sitter Course?  All three girls are now familiar with current first aid techniques and safe 

babysitting procedures which will benefit them as they work in the nursery on a rotating basis. 
 

Evangelism-This is how we spread the Good News of God in Christ to the entire world.  This is also about welcoming those who 

come in through our doors. 
 

Pastoral Care-This is how we care for ourselves and each other as the body of Christ.  This has sometimes been called Inreach. 

 

Stewardship-This is how we tend to the resources that God has placed in our care.  This is not just about raising money every fall.   

 

 

I headed home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. Johnõs Episcopal Church 

212 Penn Street 

Huntingdon, PA  16652 

Phone: 814 - 643- 4732 

E- mail: stjohnshuntingdon@verizon.net  

 

Please email newsletter information to the 

Parish Administrator at 

stjohnsparishadmin@verizon.net  

You can find us on the web at 
www.stjohnshuntpa.org  

“We are partners in Christ with the love of God on our lips and in our lives” 
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